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Education in the arts and humanities has always been 
important to the United States* arts and culture and to its competitiveness 
in a global economy. Providing all students with a complete education in the 
arts and humanities can help them cope with, and master, the fast-paced 
technological advances, forces of globalization, and major demographic and 
societal shifts that characterize today’s world. In the United States and 
elsewhere, growth of arts, cultural, and intellectual property sectors is 
outpacing that of the economy as a whole. Other nations are forging education 
and workforce policies based on' this fact. Research has provided evidence 
that K-12 arts education can help the United States achieve the following 
national objectives: (1) achieve school standards; (2) reach all learners; 

and (3) help youth develop positively. Education policy and action in 
general — ^and arts education policy and programs in particular--require the 
commitment and engagement of a multiplicity of stakeholders at the federal, 
state, and local levels. The United States needs a comprehensive strategy 
linking education — including education in the arts and humanities--with 
workforce development as the principal cornerstone for strengthening the 
country’s social capital and developing the skills needed for U.S. workers to 
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Subsequent studies find that many students who have This gives policymakers over 53 million reasons to act 

difficulty learning through traditional methods can in order to "leave no child behind" — as the 

benefit from teaching strategies that include other Children's Defense Fund might say. Educational poli- 

subject areas and means of learning, such as the arts. cies are not limited to what happens inside schools. 
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ures supplied by the National Assembly of State Arts past decade, there was a dramatic increase in FY2001 

Agencies (NASAA), the multiplier effect of federal through the Consolidated Appropriations Act which 

dollars in partnership with state-generated funds is expanded funding beyond the two traditional grants 

enormous. For example, in 1994, NASAA reports com- to the Kennedy Center and VSA ARTS (totaling $11.5 

bined state arts education spending at approximately million). The increase includes $12 million for the 
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the potential to link arts education with community 
and society.3^ He argues that arts education, both 
school-based and community-based, should incorpo- 
rate a broad range of art objects and practices. These 
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are struggling. If the arts sector continues to grow as These factors raise questions about the equity of artist 

quickly as trends now suggest, policymakers might labor markets and whether there is a need for eco- 

well consider the ramifications of this inequity for nomic incentives to strengthen the attractiveness of 

national, regional and local competitiveness. joining and remaining in the arts job force. Today, 
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States might argue against national policy planning 
that includes arts and humanities education. 
Nonetheless, as Mary Schmidt Campbell, dean of the 
Tisch School for the Arts at NYU frames it: 
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